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SNOW SNAKES 
From the series  The Outsiders Guide to Jesus   
 
[00:00:00] 
 
I love our church & one of the reasons is the generosity of our hearts. You are a generous church. 
Alright so, we’ve got a lot of ground to cover and its 11 o’clock And are you like fully locked in and 
ready to go? Highly caffeinated alright? Cause this is not a message for the faint at heart. If you’re 
not ready to go maybe go out there, get a cup of coffee maybe get some caffeine, pull out your 
outlines we are going to talk about something that’s so exciting. So I have a friend, grew up in 
southern California, you know. This is way back when he was a little kid, like seven years old. He 
for the first time got to go back and visit his grandparents back east and it was over Christmas. It 
was snowing and he was literally trembling with excitement. He had never snow before. So he’s 
going I’m gonna run out there and play in the snow. And for whatever reason his grandparents 
said you can’t go out and play in the snow. And he looked at his grandparents and said I don’t care 
what you say, I’m going out and playing in that snow. And so a lot of parents say the things they 
say to their kids, why do grandparents say the things they say? So his grandparents said to him 
“well you can go out and play in the snow then but there are snow snakes out in the snow.” And he 
looked at them and said “there’s no such thing as snow snakes.” And they go “yes there are. And 
they, cause you don’t know you don’t live in the snow, they come out and live in the snow.” And 
this little 7-year-old kid couldn’t quite believe it and he goes “well do they bite?” and the 
grandfather said “no they don’t bite but they jump up your butt and the freeze you to death.” And 
this little kids is traumatized, he wants to go out in the snow. So he doesn’t go out and play in the 
snow for the whole week that he’s back with his grandparents. He comes back from his time back 
east and he comes back to school. And you know its after Christmas, and the teacher asks “what 
did you do over Christmas vacation?” Everybody gets up, my friends stands up. “what did you do?” 
“went back east and I got to see snow for the first time.” “did you play in the snow?” “no” “why 
not?” “cause there’s snow snakes.” The teacher says “there’s no snow snakes” “yes there are, my 
grandfather told me.” The teacher says, “ do the bite?” so my friend ended up in the principal’s 
office and you know embarrassed in front of his friends. Now why do we do this? Look at some of 
the things that parents say to their kids. When the ice cream truck plays music it means they are 
out of ice cream. You’d never do that right? My mom potty trained me by saying that kids in 
diapers are not allowed in Disneyland; I was potty trained in just a few days. When we got to 
Disneyland I saw a kid in diapers and I told the mom the cops were going to come and get her kid. 
My mom told me there was a little man that lived in the refrigerator that turned the light on. 
Alright. I believed her and I was terrified of that little man. My parents told me about Santa and 
how he’d eat my for Christmas if I wasn’t good. But this one’s my favorite.  
 
[long pause of laughter]  
 
so the problem is all of believe lies. We don’t know that they are lies but when we believe them 
think about what it does. Lies hold us hostage. They steal from us our dreams our passions. They 
steal from us the life that we were called to live. They embarrass us, we know that we believed a lie 
and we seem foolish after we feel stupid and then it breaks trust in the people that told us the lies. 
And as children you were told things about God. You were told that God is good. You were told 
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that God is loving, that there is right and that there’s wrong. And then you grew up. And when you 
grew up you had to form your own beliefs about what you thought God was. Who God was. And as 
a result of that there was a gap between what your childhood view of God was and then your adult 
view of God. When you were a child maybe you were told or sang the song, Jesus loves the children 
all the children of the world. but then as you grew up you saw some people, children specifically, 
that it didn’t look like God loved. And you had to wonder, does God really love all of the children. 
You were told God heals, and you believed that heals. But then you had somebody that you loved 
and you prayed for them to be healed and God didn’t heal them and then you had to integrate that 
and you had to go does God really heal? You were told that God is good, that God cares for you, 
and that he answers prayer. But your mother prayed, or your father prayed, or you prayed, and the 
prayer was answered and you began to wonder does God really answer prayers and is God really 
good. And what you realized is your faith began to crack under the weight of your adult questions. 
Your childhood faith could not hold your adult questions and so you began to wonder. I mean life 
crashed in on you and there was pain and there was sadness and difficulty. Whatever it was. And 
you began to just drift away, it wasn’t that you were angry at God and you weren’t Angry at the 
church. You were just unsure about some things and because you were unsure, you didn’t know 
what you believed it just didn’t matter for you anymore. So my question for you is what would it 
take for you to rebelieve in or to press the restart button on your faith. Or to rebelieve some 
things about God. What would it take, I mean how would you go about that, trying to reform 
because you  have adult questions and adult questions require good answers. Sophisticated 
answers. How you are going to answer some of those problems in your life. What are you gonna 
do? And so if you come to church and I say let’s go look at what the bible says. Some of you even 
there would be a problem because you’d go I’m not sure I believe the bible. I mean not all of the 
bible, I might believe some parts of it. I don’t know about the whole Adam and eve story. And I’m 
not sure about Noah and the arc. And there’s some parts of it I’m just not sure so if you’re saying I 
got to believe the bible, you know I don’t even know if I believe what the bible says. Or believe the 
whole bible. so where would you start? Where would you start? 
 
[00:07:01] 
 
So here’s the good news that I have for you. You don’t have to believe the bible’s true, there’s only 
one thing that you need to believe. If you don’t know the right answer in church, there’s only one 
answer to go with and its? Jesus. So the one thing you got to believe is? Jesus. So really it’s who 
Jesus is. So here’s what we are gonna do, we are gonna spend this next season just focusing on 
who Jesus is. Here’s what I believe. I believe many of the problems that you have in your life today 
is because of an incomplete or an inaccurate view of who Jesus is. You believed a lie, somebody 
told you something about God that is equivalent of a snow snake and you believed it, and you lived 
it, and then you repeated it and then you got embarrassed or confused and you’re not even sure 
about what you believe. And the good news I have for you is you don’t have to believe everything 
the bible says, but the one thing you have to understand is to really look at who Jesus is. And you 
might go well why Jesus? And why is that so important? Well that’s what I want to talk to you 
about today. We are gonna look through a whole lot of scripture, I’ve got it all on your outline and 
you won’t have time to flip to the different passages, and I gave it to you so that you can go back 
later and mark your bible so that it can be a valuable tool for you. But we’re gonna look at a lot of 
bible, so are you ready to go cause its, you got have some caffeine and keep it, alright. So boys and 
girls, boys and girls, watch, watch, listen, listen, we’re gonna move rough this quick alright? 
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So in Genesis, Exodus chapter 3. The context for these verses is this the people of God have been 
enslaved by Egypt. God has heard them crying out for deliverance and so God raises up a might 
deliver and his name is? Charlton Hesston. [Laughter] you’ve seen the move or Moses. and so 
Moses comes up and God say go I called you to set my people free from the slavery of Egypt. Well 
Mosses has some concerns, so me questions, a little bit of critique on God’s plan. And he knows 
some things because the first 40 years of his life he lived as Pharaoh’s adopted grandson. The 
Egyptians had the greatest education available in their time and he got the greatest education 
available. They had a very sophisticated religious system and he was trained in the religious 
system of his Egyptians for the first 40 years of his life. He understood that when he went to 
Egypt they would say “well you’re saying God came to deliver us, who is this God? What is his 
name?” so what should I tell them?” so this is the context, exodus 3 verse 13. So Moses said to God 
“Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them the God of your fathers has sent me to you. And 
they ask me what is his name.” cause they are in Egypt had lots of Gods and the names of all of 
their Gods represented their power, their character, and who they were. “what should I tell them?” 
God said to Moses “ I am who I am.” You can imagine Moses going ok well that clears it up. I am 
who I am alright. “this is what you are to say to the Israelites. I am has sent me to you.” 
 
 So the first thing that you need to know about this, This is a relational thing. When God gives his 
name that is a relational thing. He doesn’t give a title. I have many titles I am pastor, I’m husband, 
I’m father, I am citizen, but when I walk into my house by wife does not great me by saying “hello 
fellow citizen.” She uses my name. so a name is an invitation into relationship. So I am who I am 
but then he says I AM which is sorta a shorten version of that, and what he is saying there is as 
opposed to all of the Gods of Egypt, pharaoh, I am. I am the one true God. I am what you need, I 
am wisdom, I am strength, I am what you’re not, I am all powerful, I am everywhere present, I am 
the god of the past he will say in a second. God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I am the god of the 
present I am with you now, I am the god of the future I will deliver the children out of Israel. 
Moses you are Moses I am. People wonder did Jesus ever claim that he was really God, and they 
answer one time he would say “Jesus are you really God?” and the answer “before Abraham was, I 
am”. This was the covenant name for God and so he gives them this relational name for God. And 
so then he goes on. God also said to Moses “say to the Israelites, the Lord, the God of Abraham, 
The god of Isaac, the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is my name forever from generation 
to generation. The Lord.” Alright so then he goes I am who I am. Shortened version I am. You can 
call me Lord. Which means He is. So he is congegating the verb to be. This name was so powerful 
to the people in the old testament, the people of God They felt this was the holy name from God, 
it was beyond expression. It was indescribable it was unspeakable. And so they stopped using this 
name. so we don’t actually even know how to say it. so sometimes it’s translated as Yahweh its 
translated it’s called a tetragrammaton, which means 4 Hebrew consonants. Y H W H. We say 
Yahweh cause the vowels have been removed or it can be JHVH so we get he word Jehovah. So 
when you hear Jehovah or Yahweh that’s the idea the word is translated The Lord. So we don’t 
even know how it’s translated, but it’s used 6800 times in the Old Testament. It goes He is all 
powerful, he is a healer, he is the provider, he is the lord, the protector, the lord the deliverer, the 
lord so this becomes the covenant name of God. So Moses says what is your name. I am who I am 
or I am or you can call me he is, or ? I was looking for the lord there. We can try it again punch out 
the word Lord there alright. Moses says “what is your name, I am who I am, or I am or you can call 
me he is which is?” The lord or Yahweh. Alright so are you following?  
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You’re going what does all this mean? It will makes sense alright. Then in Exodus 19 God delivers 
the children of Israel out of the slavery of Egypt. Through the red sea now he is taking them to 
mount Sinai because he says I want to teach you how to live in loving relationship with me. How 
to have a loving relationship with me. So I’m gonna meet with you face to face. I’m gonna talk to 
you, I’m gonna be with you. So look at what happens. On the morning of the third day there was 
thunder there was lightening, they are not at mount Sinai and with the thick cloud over the 
mountain and a very loud trumpet blast everyone I the camp trembled and then Moses lead the 
people out of the camp to met with God. Here’s your big chance to meet with God. And he stood at 
the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the lord descended on it 
with fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace and the whole mountain 
trembled violently. You can just imagine the scene, there is thunder, lightening, there is 
earthquake, smoke, a lout trumpet blast, just the whole earth shaking, and the people say to 
Moses “You go. It’s a little bit overwhelming I don’t think it will go well if we go meet God.” And so 
here’s the point, God gives a name, his name is the Lord. I am, I am who I am. But there is no 
form, the lightening, the thunder, it just represents that God has shown up there. When God 
shows up there’s earthquakes, there’s blazes, mountains break apart but there is no image of God 
there’s no form. First commandments no other God before me. Second commandment is? [long 
pause] I’ll read it to you. You shall not make for yourself any image in the form of heaven above, 
on earth below, or in the waters below. You are not to make an image because? No image has been 
given. I don’t give you an image because you could never understand I’m indescribable, you can’t 
imagine what I am, I’m infinite, don’t make an image. It will corrupt you, it’s your way of reducing 
God, reduce me, minimize me, trying to think that you can control it. It will ruin you, so don’t 
make an image of God.  
 
[16:04] 
 
Then going on look at what it says in Deuteronomy 4. Is this to much bible for you? You can stay 
awake, you’re ok. I know for some of you it’s traumatizing. It’s a lot of bible Ken. Then the lord 
spoke to you out of the fire. Here’s Moses speaking about what happen. You heard the words but 
you saw no? [form] you have a name but no? [form]  Good, there was only a voice, there was no 
form of any kind the day the lord spoke to you out of Herob. Herob is the mountain range Sinai is 
the mountain. The lord spoke to you out of the fire, therefore watch yourselves very carefully so 
that you do not become corrupt and make yourself an idol. So when we make an idol we corrupt 
ourselves we reduce God. We minimize God, so our problems become great and our problems 
become small. So he says don’t make an idol of any shape, whether formed like a man, or a woman, 
like any animal on earth, or bird that flies in the sky, or like any creature that moves along the 
earth in the ground, or any fish in the waters below. So God gives a name. invites us into 
relationship, shows us his character, he is a relational guy. He’s a god of awesome power. But he 
gives us no image, it’s a mystery its beyond our understanding.  
 
Now we come to the new testament, the excitement builds. What is Ken talking about? And we 
come to the new testament and we meet. You know your friend brought you here, bribed you, 
you’re new to church. This is one of the most critical stories of the bible, and I get it’s really hard to 
understand. I think even as I say it you go “you really believe that?” we really believe this. It’s Mary 
who is a teenage girl. She was engaged to a young teenage man, Joseph. Engagement at that time 
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was a way bigger deal then being engaged. You want to break an engagement today take the ring 
off and wing it back at that the guy. But in that day you had to go through a legal divorce process. 
Mary comes to Joseph and says “Joseph I am pregnant. And I am going to give birth to God’s son. 
But I am still a virgin.” And Joseph did not believe her which make total sense. He is hurt, he is 
heart broken, he has two choices. He can divorce her publicly which means he saves his own 
reputation, or to divorce her privately which means he would ruin his reputation. Joseph is a 
righteous guy so he decides to divorce her privately. He is heart broken. He can’t believe that Mary 
is lying to him. That night an angel of the lord showed up and the angel said to Joseph what angels 
always say “fear not, don’t be afraid.” And he says “what is conceived in Mary is from the spirit of 
God” and then he says this “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name because 
he will save his people from their sins.” Now here’s the most important part, we are wrapping 
around. You ready? You ready? The angel did not speak English and Mary wasn’t a white 
American, alright? She was a Jew and she spoke Hebrew. And so Jesus is the Greek name for the 
Hebrew name that the angel would have given to her, which is Joshua ,which means Yahweh 
saves. Right?! Here is I am the great I am who I am. The Lord Yahweh or Jehovah. No image, now 
you come to the new testament and you get the name Yahweh saves. You don’t just have a name, 
now you have a face to go with it. you have Jesus, Jesus is going to be God, the great I am. He’s 
going to be born just like you, to come with us, so that we can be confident, that we know who God 
is, that he loves us. We can begin to understand God. God’s going to show up on earth. God’s 
gonna be great I am who I am, but you can’t make an image, now he is giving us an image.  
 
[20:32] 
 
So what it says in Colossians, which is pretty exciting. The Son is the image of the invisible God. 
We don’t have some theological construct of God and we work our way to Jesus. We have Jesus 
and so we understand exactly what God is like, we don’t have to guess we don’t have to wonder. 
Jesus is God. When we see Jesus we understand divinity we understand the great I am, the creator 
of the universe, the one who created it all. We know exactly what he is like, we understand, he is 
the image of the invisible God. First born over all of creation. First born doesn’t mean first born 
the way you think of it, first born biologically born. First born means the supreme one, the one 
who has the right the heir to everything. And so he is the one and only the supreme the heir. So he 
says he is the supreme one over all of creation the heir of all of creation. For in him all things were 
created; things in heaven and on earth, things visible and invisible. Whether throwns or powers, 
rulers or authorities. All things have been created through him and for him. he is before all and in 
him he holds all things together. He says in Colossians, going on, for God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him and through him to reconcile all things to himself whether things on 
earth or things in heaven. Making peace through his blood shed on the cross. This is epic. In the 
old testament you just have a name and relationshonal but no image. In the new testament we 
have a name and now we have a face. We have a person, we have an image we can know who God is 
and when he says he is all the fullness that’s really a repetition, which makes the point stronger. In 
Jesus you have God and you have all the allness of God. He’s all that God is. All that God is, is in 
him. All the fullness is all the allness of God. Now for those of you that are theologically inclined 
we believe in a trinity. And this is not saying that Jesus is all God and that is no other God. We 
believe that God, there is 3 distinct personalities. Three distinct beings. But there is one defining 
essence. So if you have the father you have all that God is and if you have the son you have all that 
God is and if you have all of who God is but they are 3 distinct personalities. They are separate but 
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they are the same. Now I know that makes no sense but it shouldn’t surprise us that God is 
incomprehensible to us. And there would tings that would be true about God that we would go I 
have no idea what that means. But that shouldn’t surprise us because God is eternal. God is 
allness. But I want you to be captured by this one thought, that this one image that God has given 
us. The image of the eternal God is? Look for it, if you don’t know the right answer in church, 
always go with? The one Image we have of the eternal God, the one clear picture to know God, 
exactly who is, is? [Jesus] Alright in Hebrews. Then in Colossians 2 “for in Christ all the  fullness 
of the deity is in bodily form” just repeating all that idea, all the allness of God. Then Hebrews 1, 
can you make it? this is the last one. I know it’s a lot of bible and some of you are going whoa I 
can’t handle this much bible. Here it is. In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways. But in these last days he’s spoken to us by his son 
who is the appointed the heir. Or first born, same idea. The appointed hair of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. The son, read it with me, here it is, the son is the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact image, representation of his being. So in other words there 
are revelations of God in the old testament. They were incomplete, they were foggy, they weren’t 
complete. But in Jesus we have the exact nature of who God is.  
 
[25:00] 
 
Now what’s the relevance of all of that? Jesus is Awesome. That is the best part! [Clapping] When 
you understand who Jesus is you are looking at the eternal God. You don’t have to guess what God 
is like, you don’t have to wonder. He wants to know you, he wants to be known by you, he wants 
to be personal. He wants you to be confident that you to know who God is. And Jesus is awesome 
he is more beautiful then you could ever imagine. He is more loving he is more gracious then, he is 
kind, he has more compassion, he cries over you. And when you see him face to face you will 
discover all of your hopes and dreams in that one moment. I mean it’s incredible about what we 
learn about Jesus. Jesus longs for you, he searches for you. He pursues the broken and the weary 
and the lost and he defends the righteous and the religious people because he eats dinner with the 
tax collectors and notorious sinners. Jesus is so phenomenal, the bible tells us, that people would 
travel for days and they would listen for days at his teaching. People believed that Jesus was so 
good. They would bring their friends that were broken and lost and hurt, or had broken bodies, 
cause they were confident that if they could just bring them to Jesus. They one time dug a hole in 
a rough because they knew Jesus would make a difference in that persons life. And Jesus did. 
Because Jesus is exactly what God is like. He is exactly what God is like. 
 
And here’s the point. To many of us are held captive by some incomplete lie or story, a snow snake 
story about who God is and because of that you have some distorted thing and many of the 
problems that you live with are because you believe the lies of Satan. The problem is you believe in 
part of the very first lies that were ever told to us. You know our very first parents were tempted 
by Satan. Know how he tempted them? He didn’t put a gun to their head. He didn’t bribe them or 
promise them something he didn’t have. You know how he tempted them? With a false view of 
God. He just got them to believe something that was a false or incomplete picture of God. And 
because they had a false or incomplete picture of God, they ruined everything. They destroyed 
everything. Satan came to them and said “did God really say that you can’t eat of that one tree. 
God’s withholding something from you. God says that he is good, he’s not good. That one thing 
that’s right there is the one thing that you need to be fulfilled in life. To be truly happy in life. To 
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really be complete that’s the one that you need and God’s withholding form you. He’s not giving 
you the very thing that you need. You should not live in humble dependence on God you should 
trust yourself. You should believe in yourself.” And the believed Satan’s lie. And as a result they 
ruined everything and Satan tactic has not changed from the very beginning. What Satan wants to 
do is  he wants you to believe some disfigured distorted picture and if he can get you to do that, 
your life is ruined and you’ll be held captive forever. And so in those difficult challenging moments 
the adult moments of life; an accident happens, a child is born with a birth defect, a business 
blows up, a marriage blows up, kids start to go skating south, some very difficult moment, Satan 
comes and whispers in your ear. “God is not good, he does not answer prayer. He might be loving 
but he’s not loving to you. He doesn’t protect you in this moment, he’s not really good. And if he 
was good he wouldn’t withhold this thing from you.” And that’s why you run after possessions, 
and things, and distractions, and pleasures. Because you believe in them you’re going to find the 
one thing you don’t have because you believe Satan’s lie.  
 
That’s why we all do, and anytime you pursue a distraction. Money, fame, position, or anything its 
because you’ve distorted the view of the one true God. You don’t see Jesus clearly. You don’t 
believe the truth, Jesus tells us the truth. I mean we were created and we live in loving 
relationship with God and each other in creation. But we didn’t like it that way, and we wanted life 
on our own terms. We believed what Satan said. We believed something was being withheld from 
us. So because of our selfishness we destroyed everything, we brought in jealousy and hatred, 
corruption, and sexism and racism and evil of every kind. But God loved us too much to leave us 
that way. God gave us his name and then he came as a person so that he could show us how to live. 
And then he died the death that we were already dieing to give us the life that we could never 
have. So he went to the cross and died in our place with our sin. when all of the evil and all of the 
hatred of the world was placed on him he died in our place to break the power of sin. So that we 
could be forgiven and we could be connected to our heavenly father and we could live the life that 
we were called to live. We could be free. We could become the goodness that God wants to 
proclaim to the world. and he invites us into that process where he goes I’m doing the most 
important things, and I want you to join me in the very work that I’m doing.  
 
[00:30:42] 
 
You’ll never hear that from Satan in the difficult moments. He says “God’s not good. God’s not 
loving. He’s not taking care of you.” The reason why it works is because we are just prone to 
believe these lies. And Satan is always whispering to us and we come by it naturally. You all, We all 
have distorted views of God. I do. My father is a wonderful man. But he has a critical eye, meaning 
if he walks into a room he can tell you within 3 minutes every fault with the building. Or every 
crack, or the carpets wrong, he walks into a house he sees everything’s wrong, he’s just got a 
critical eye. It’s a gift and he came by it naturally cause his father had the same gift. But you could 
imagine as a kid growing up, that critical eye is turned on you and so you did something and he 
goes “oh you did that very well. But you know what’s coming next. If you would just turn this do 
that. But he could see exactly everything that you did wrong. And Satan just twisted that in and so 
what do you think my view of God is. It is true that he is all knowing and that he is everywhere 
present. And if he has got a critical eye, how frightening is that? Because he sees everything I do 
wrong all the time. And he’s constantly going that and this and oh my gosh, coulda you. And I 
believed it. how can I believe a God that’s good and loving if I just imagine him to be a critical eye 
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that’s constantly focused on everything that I get wrong? Others of you have other distorted views 
of God. You have a view that God is a good God that gives good gifts only to take them away. Only 
to threaten you. so God’s give you wealth, he’s given you family, he’s given you health but you live 
with all the time if I make one mistake [Snap] He’s taking it away. Cause that’s what God’s really 
like. He only gave it to you to threaten you with it and to yank it as soon as you really like it. and 
lots of you actually believe that and you talk about it like that. Others of you view God like a 
policeman. He’s given you all this freedom but he’s sitting around a corner just waiting for you to 
speed and he’s gonna write you know a spiritual ticket. Misdemeanors and felonies and if you 
know you get felonies you’re going to jail. To hell forever for you if you screw up to many times. 
And you know he is just this spiritual cop just trying to catch you if you do it wrong. Others of you 
just see God as unreliable. He makes promises but doesn’t come through, he does sometimes but 
not others. A helpless grandfather, somebody who you can never please. Others of you have views 
that God is a spiritual slot machine or a genie in a bottle. If you just say the right words, if you get 
it right, then he’s gonna give you an answer to the prayers that you want. I don’t know what they 
are but all of us have distorted views of God because it’s a sinister plot. Because if Satan can get 
you to believe a lie about God it will create massive problems in your life. Massive problems in 
your life.  
 
We’ve kinda got an itunes concept of god. You know I’m very old so when I grew up if you wanted 
to buy a song you had to buy the whole album. Alright? How many of you remember vinyl LPs and 
then we had 4 tracks and 8 tracks how many had one of those? Cassettes and then CDs. And so 
but in my day buy the whole album. Now you just go to itunes and get the song that you want. You 
don’t know the problems that we had to live through in our time. But the problem is with an 
itunes view of God we just take what we like. When God’s controlling, God’s angry ill take a little 
bit of love. We just sorta mix it in and create our own and the problem is  we have no idea what 
God’s like and you know what’s crazy? Jesus is the exact representation of who God is. You don’t 
have to wonder what God is like. And Jesus is awesome! Just awesome. More beautiful, more 
loving, more forgiving, more kind. A God who cries over you. A God who pursues you, A god who 
says he is like a father. Who is just looking for a lost son. A shepherd who lost just one sheep just 
longing for you. I mean he is a God who longs for you and loves you. Jesus loves you so much, and 
when you see Jesus face to face you realize all of your longings, all of your passions are found in 
him. He is the one true exact complete picture of God.  
 
[00:35:26]  
 
So church brothers and sisters you know what we’re going to do from now till Christmas and for 
the next year. We are going to go through the book for Luke and just focus on Jesus. Because if 
you can see who Jesus is I really believe so many of the problems that you are living with are in 
your life because you have an incomplete picture of who God is. A false picture you believed a lie. 
And you’re telling the lie. And here’s why we are looking at Luke. Here’s what I love about Luke. 
You know who wrote most of the new testament? Luke did. Paul wrote more books but by volume 
Luke wrote more words. He wrote Luke and acts. By volume bigger part. Think about that see. You 
came to church to learn that one. Ok. And here’s the cool thing about Luke. Luke is an outsider. He 
wasn’t an eyewitness of Jesus, he wasn’t chosen as one of the apostles he’s not a Jew. He is 
actually Greek he comes form a different ethnic group. So he couldn’t of been. So he’s an outsider 
from the very beginning But he’s a brilliant man a dr. and he wants to sit down and figure out who 
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really is Jesus. I interviewed all the eyewitness, he went and talked to them, but he did it like an 
outsider, which is who we are right? We are kinda outsiders. You read the old testament and you 
go “seems like a Jewish book, and God’s people and they are different people. I don’t know that I 
fit in that. And how can Jesus be for me? How can he be my savior?” and that’s how Luke writes 
his book. Form an outsider’s perspective. But he knows that Jesus is an exact representation of 
who God is. And if you’re going to know God you’re gonna have to know who Jesus is.  
 
So we’re gonna start looking through Luke and it will be Christmas and Easter, it will be until you 
get it we are staying in Luke alright? So that’s how long we’re at it, until you get it. because you 
become like what you worship. And here’s the thing you have to understand, you can’t outrun the 
beauty of your view of God or the ugliness of your view of God. You can’t out run. You know if you 
have a distorted view of who Jesus is you’ll never outrun that, it will confuse you. But if you get it 
right. If you have the right view of who Jesus is it will change your life. However, and whoever, 
and whatever you worship you become like that. If you worship money you become greedy, if 
worship sex you become lustful, if you worship power you become controlling. But if you worship 
Jesus you become loving, and kind, and peaceful, and joy filled. You become beautiful, self-
controlled. I mean there are so many things that happen when you worship Jesus, because our 
souls take on the characteristics of whatever we obsess on, whatever we focus on, whatever we are 
passionate about. And when you look at Jesus you will discover, you will discover life. You will 
discover freedom. The lies that you have come to believe wherever you got them. They will start to 
fall away. Now I know when you think about understanding God, I know really can I understand 
Jesus maybe you didn’t grow up in the church and you go “oh man Jesus. To understand Jesus 
that’s got to be a lifetime of work, its gonna take us forever, I’m gonna fall out, it won’t be good 
enough. I just can’t do it, it’s to much.” Right? Yeah, no?  
 
Ok. This is the book of Luke, overwhelming I know. Way too much to read. That will kill you right? 
Never. Right there. Now here’s the good news. Now all the bible. I believe it, its all God’s word. But 
you don’t need to believe it. you don’t to understand who God is. And you don’t really need to 
know to understand all of this. But the one thing you need to know, if you’re really gonna say I 
know a secret and I know who Jesus is I want to understand God. That’s it right there. Just that 
much. I know its huge you will never be able to do it. you’re busy people, you’ve got so much to do, 
you don’t have time to read this much it’ll kill you. It’s like the paper. One-day paper, you couldn’t 
do it. so you get an excuse alright. If you’re gonna call yourself a seeker. If you say I’m gonna be a 
Jesus follower, I really want to know who God is that’s it. It’s not overwhelming. It’s not 
overwhelming. We are gonna spend time and we’ll know. My challenge to you is this week. You 
think you could just crack a page, one page of this book, right here? Just find luck in your bible 
and just read the first page and go wow I killed it this week. I crushed it. you’ll be right where you 
need to be. Cause you can say I’m really trying to find out, cause you know what understanding 
who Jesus is, let’s get it straight its not that hard. Is that amazing about God? He did not go and 
hide and make it impossible for you to know who he is. Jesus, he’s the glorious radiance of God. 
He is the exact representation of God. You can know God. You can know Jesus.  
 
[00:40:33] 
 
So would you bow your heads and close your eyes for just a moment. Before we close, would you 
answer this question in your mind? What are the false and incomplete images that you have of 
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God? I named a bunch of them, unavailable, policeman, critical eye, what are your incomplete false 
views of God? And then this is an important moment I’m gonna ask you to do something that I 
think is critical. But you need to take, listen to what I’m asking. Would you talk to your heavenly 
father and say “I want to know you. And I’m gonna take this serious, no games. and this week I’m 
gonna look at the book of Luke, I might not read it all but I’m gonna take a shot at it. because I 
want to know what you’re like. I want to see the real picture of who you are.” Will you commit that 
to him right now? Whether you’re a seeker, a follower, a believer forever say “God I want to know 
who you are. And I’m gonna be serious and I’m gonna look in the book of Luke.  
 
Father there’s lots of us that have been hurt. Hurt by incorrect view, hurt by our parents, maybe 
hurt by the church. We have broken views of who you are but God you want to heal those. Would 
you give extra grace to those of us? And this week would you give us a more clear picture of who 
you are? Meet us in your word.  
 
And then what we are gonna do right now, is we are gonna sing 2 powerful songs these songs 
contain the message of who Jesus is. 
 
[00:42:29 end audio] 
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